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AASIKA MADAN 
DHURVE

Aasika Madan Dhurve (extreme right) performing a play on 
substance abuse in the Primary Health Centre of Nakapardi village, 

Yavatmal, Maharashtra

College, Yavatmal, Maharashtra. Gender 

leaving Aasika and her younger brother in the care of their maternal grandparents. Her maternal grandfather, 

children. Aasika and her brother assisted their grandmother with labour in the mornings and selling grass in 

upon learning about a Social Work college in Yavatmal, 200 kilometres from Melghat, Aasika convinced 
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ABNAIJAR 
RAIKA

Talamunda village, Odisha

BA from Berhampur University, Odisha. An 

regions of Odisha. 
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AKSHAY 
PAWAR

Sheikhpura, Bihar

in 2022 to improve public health systems in 

Bihar

surveys, conducted health camps and assisted street beggars in urban areas. According to him, the most 

strengthening. He carried out a gap analysis of health systems at the village, block and district levels and 
collaborated with frontline workers to improve the delivery of health services. He also worked on other 

At the MA in Rural Management program, Akshay wants to focus on developing newer skills of research and 

to be a part of a diverse cohort and looks forward to learning about the experiences and cultures of his fellow 
students.



ALOSHIKA 
LAKRA

dropouts in her village

BA in History from University of North Bengal. 

migrants and development among youth

Aloshika comes from Khaldhura Line in Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal and belongs to the Oraon Adivasi 

in History from Government General Degree College, Gorubathan, she became associated with Himalayan 

enabled her to see the challenges that plague her community and region. 

focus on the same and she hopes that her two years in Rural Management will help her learn about strategies 
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ALPANA 
MINJ

Alpana taking a capacity building workshop amongst women in the 
Karbi Anglong region of Assam

BA in Sociology from Ambedkar University, Del

her secure admissions for her Bachelor’s in Sociology from Ambedkar University, Delhi. 

growers. Her work there exposed her to common issues that are plaguing tea garden laborers across the 
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AMAN 
KUMAR

 

ing youth of his community to pursue higher  

admission to the MA in Rural Management program. 
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ASHVINI KISHOR 
CHAVHAN

College, Yavatmal, Maharashtra

experience in working with Adivasi communi

her studies and topped her class throughout. 

novel about a Dalit girl from Maharashtra, who struggles against all odds, including resistance from a violent 

support.
17



AVINASH 
PARASRAM MADAVI

Maharashtra

 

machine using solar lamp’

Avinash belongs to a family of landless agricultural labourers. His village is Muchhi in Maharashtra’s Yavatmal 

and tendu leaf, and agricultural wage labour for a living. 

the Gram Sabha to secure control over their forests, increase the accessibility of government schemes, and 
reduce the dependence of villagers on moneylenders. 

worked as a shop assistant and store cleaner, as a security guard, and a housekeeper in a restaurant to 

Since then, he has carried a burning passion to address the powerlessness and penury of the Kolam and 



BIBASH 
MUNDA

BA in Sustainable Urbanism from Ambedkar 

for marginalised groups

Adivasi (ST) community. His area being close to tea gardens, he got associated with the Himalayan Prayatn 

he managed to secure admissions and scholarship for his Bachelor’s in Sustainable Urbanism in Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar University, Delhi.

And while he is interested to work in the policy process for the overall development of the poor and 

believes that a course like Rural Management is the right programme for him to achieve such goals of his life.
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BINITA 
ORAON

BA (Hons.) in Social Work, Mangalore  

from the tea garden labour community in north 

Bengal

consists of her mother, younger brother, and cousin sister. Her mother and late father strived hard to impart 

be about.

Towards the end of school, Binita decided that she wanted to explore the world beyond the tea gardens. She 

she says with resolve.
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DEVID GULAB 
SHIVANKAR

Maharashtra

Kolam Adivasi community

Devid comes from a family of Adivasi farmers in Maharashtra’s Yavatmal District. He belongs to the Kolam 

Thus, when he heard about the Rural Management programme through his college professor Dr. Ghanshyam 

He is an excellent cook, and plays kabaddi and cricket. Devid is also fond of reading; his favourite books are 
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EKTA 
GOSWAMI

 

renowned NGO PRADAN and youth leader 

working on tackling structural issues that lead 

NGO PRADAN and is the only regular breadwinner for her family. Her father has taken leave from work due to 

was introduced to and loved the poetry of feminist poets like Kamala Das and classic sonnets of Shakespeare. 

against women in the village. She was deeply troubled by such problems around her and was curious about 
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HANNA 
DAIMARI

Hanna explaining the importance of sericulture to a Rabha woman 
in Udalguri, Assam

BA in Bodo Literature from Udalguri College, 

Territorial Region of Assam

Hanna Daimari is a Bodo Adivasi (ST) girl from Phuhurabari village of Udalguri district in Assam. She comes 

(mostly women) into the classroom. 



HARBHAJAN 
SINGH

women farmers in Sagar District, Madhya Pradesh

organic farming outreach

an important role in drawing him towards the Rural Management program.
 

treatment for mental illness. His mother supplemented the income from their small farm by rolling beedis. 

in Andhra Pradesh to demonstrate to farmers how to carry out seed treatment, soil management, and pest 

Believing that the RM programme would help him further clarify his thoughts and ideals, he put in an 
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HIMANSHI TIRTHRAJ 
BHALADHARE

schools in Melghat

from Nagpur University. Started an NGO 

Himanshi Bhaladhare belongs to Gondia district, one of the most deprived districts in the country in the 

 
Himanshi has successfully overcome several challenges while growing up, primarily owing to her family’s 

about their fundamental rights. 

The biggest result of this was that a girl from Makhlya village of Melghat was selected for the Nirmala Niketan 
College of Social Work in Mumbai.
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JAYA PARAMANAND 
MOHITKAR

BSW from Chhindwara University. Daughter of 

a widow, fought the pressure to get married and 

completed her undergraduate degree. Passion

ate about working with widows and their chil

Jaya Paramanand Mohitkar hails from Zari Jamani village in the Yavatmal district of Maharashtra, where 
she grew up in a Kunbi farmer family. Tragedy struck when Jaya was in Std. 10th; she lost her father in an 

she encounters.
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JAYSHRI 
THAKRE

BA from Chhindwara University. Passionate 

by her mother’s grassroots gender training 

work

leader in rural development.



KM 
FIRDAUS

local village school.

BSc from Jananayak Chandra Shekhar Univer

sity, UP. Keen on female empowerment among 
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MANDEEP 
KUMAR

a G20 event in New Delhi

Ara, Bihar. Recognised youth leader working on 

College in Sasaram.

impoverished families, including sanitary napkins for girls.

level.
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MAYA 
SEN

BSc in Biotechnology from Barkatullah Univer

Her hobbies include working with computers, learning new technologies, reading books, and dancing. Maya’s 

through the Master’s in Rural Management programme.
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MD SANTAJ 
ANSARI

Gumla, Jharkhand. Worked with renowned 

NGO PRADAN on securing rights under the 

and travel to new places.
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MITHUN 
KUMAR

public health and social issues

poor eyesight, is unable to work. Together with his mother, Mithun manages the household expenses. He 

in improving the lives of those in underserved areas.



MONIKA 
PARTE

public school at Harda, Madhya Pradesh.

BSc from Barkatullah University, Bhopal. Pas

Monika has a strong academic background in the sciences, having obtained her B.Sc. degree in 2021. She has 

expenses. This background has fuelled her desire to make a meaningful impact in rural lives. Monika’s 
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NISRAT 
NISHA

Nisrat Nisha (centre) as part of a street play at her college

Kamla Nehru Girls College, Balaghat. Worked 

with the renowned NGO PRADAN’s Youth Ser

vice Provider program in MP on career guidance

Nisrat Nisha is a Muslim woman from a small village called Kochewada in the southeastern region of Balaghat 

end up working at a young age. She is exploring what can be done about these issues and how she can 
contribute to the development of rural areas in general. However, due to her family’s economic circumstances, 
she had to work as a teacher in a private school for two years in between. Despite the challenges, she never 

Nisrat looks at the RM programme as an opportunity to learn and develop her skills and dreams of becoming 
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NITIN BHANGU 
PAWAR

Bhamragarh in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra

BSW from KBCNM University, Jalgaon. A men

NGO working with child and youth develop

ment in his area

and performed well in his studies. 

he encountered a group of students doing their summer rural immersion in Khedgaon. He secured a  
seat at the College of Social Work in Jalgaon to pursue a Bachelors in Social Work which he funded by working 
as a library assistant and as a health communicator. As a health communicator, he was trained in delivering 

(called Kurmaghars) every month.

various cultural and sports events for the youth in his village as well as spreads awareness about social and 
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PARIMAL 
ORAON

cusing on tackling alcoholism

his dream of pursuing further studies.

Parimal loves cooking and harbours a secret dream of opening a small restaurant of his own in his area 
someday.
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POOJA

teaches during her summer break

BA in Sociology from Shiv Nadar University. A 

consistent academic achiever, passionate about 

focus on gender



PRATIK DNYANDEO 
BHAGAT

to the village of Chincholi of the same district but for many years now his family has resided in Washim city. 
His family belongs to the Mahar Buddhist (SC) community, a group that converted to Buddhism as part of the 

He completed his BA in Bachelor of Social Work in 2022 from Ramrao Sarnaike College of Social Work of the 

ANMs in using online apps at Primary Health Centres, and provided training. 

village. 



PUNAM 
KANDEYANG

environment in Khuntpani block, West Singhbhum, Jharkhand

BA in Hindi from Kolhan University, Chaibasa, 

Jharkhand. Ran a small store to fund her higher 

in her area

Punam completed her schooling in her village before pursuing a BA degree in Hindi from Tata College in 

prevailed. 

her commitment to addressing these challenges. 

all odds.



RADHA NARESHRAO 
DESHMUKH

Keen on addressing farmer and water issues. 

constraints.  Pursuing her passion for social work, Radha enrolled herself in the Bachelor of Social Work 

rural development and social change.  

four years. These roles have provided her with valuable insights into community challenges and development 

Management program.



RAHUL KUMAR 
CHATURVEDI

BSc in Biology from Government P.G.  

College, Bemetara. An enterprising farmer with  

experience of youth volunteering with the NGO 

Satnami (SC) community. He grew up with his grandparents as his parents were separated and his mother is a 

maternal uncle and aunt, their child, and maternal aunt’s family. 

him think about society at large. 

on the development of agriculture including areas like water, and groundwater, and improvement and 

outside of the syllabus.



RAHUL MARUTI 
KALE

Maharashtra

BCom from SMP College, Murum, Maharashtra. 

labourer. To support his family which includes two younger siblings, Rahul started working as a farm labourer 

While studying for his BCom degree, Rahul taught the children of migrant sugarcane workers near his village 

village to help them with their studies.

To support his household, Rahul started working with an NGO Gyan Prabodhini Harali as a Gurukul supervisor 

playing and teaching various sports like cricket, kabaddi, volleyball and handball.



RAJGURU 
PANDEY

BA and MA in Hindi Literature from Allahabad 

University. Passionate about natural farming, 

raising social awareness and enabling access to 

government schemes in rural areas

schools, and enhanced healthcare infrastructure to address these issues. 
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RAMVILASH 
BHUSARIYA 

Ramvilash working on his farm in Beragada, MP

cated student with a background in the natural 

sciences and arts with a strong commitment to

wards tackling the unemployment crisis

Ramvilash Bhusariya is a Korku Adivasi (ST) from Beragada village in Satwas block of Dewas district, Madhya 
Pradesh. His family has been involved in agriculture and own a small farm. He is the youngest of six surviving 

Ramvilash’s mother becoming the sole earner of the family. He remembers the precarity of how his mother 

schools. He studied natural sciences in his high school and then went on to do a Bachelor’s degree in Arts 

to transform his village. His gaining admission to the program has already made him a source of hope and 
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REKHA 
GOPE

Rekha (standing on the right) working with farmers on planning for 
the Kharif season in village Mahudi, Jharkhand

Chaibasa, Jharkhand. A rare female graduate 

from her village with extensive work experience 

as an educator and sustainable agriculture prac

Growing up in Mahudi, a village near the mining town of Noamundi in the West Singhbhum district of 

support and care for Rekha and her two younger siblings fell solely on Rekha’s mother. Her mother worked as 

private school during her master’s degree. She then became Community Mobiliser for a local NGO called 

the role of soil as the basis for all life as we know it.  
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SAMIR 
NAG

Sambalpur University, Odisha. Worked for over 

a year in PATANG, an NGO focusing on child 

rights and youth development

Samir Nag comes from a small village Kupurmal in Odisha’s Kalahandi district, one of the most disadvantaged 
districts in the country. He belongs to the Dombo (SC) community that is mainly spread across the Koraput 
and Kalahandi districts of Odisha. Both his parents died when he was very young and he was taken care of by 
a pastor’s family. He started working from an early age. 

on child rights and youth development. 
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SANCHARIA 
ORAON

BA in History from North Bengal University. 

Worked on helping the youth in her area with 

the Damdim tea garden estate in Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal. Her mother is a tea garden worker 
while her father works in a factory. During her college years, she also worked as a tea garden labourer to 

would even talk to their parents to convince them about the same.

remembered being angry with her. However, her exposure in the social sector has made her see why young 

She wants to gain knowledge and skills from her two years in the Rural Management program that would 



SHIVA 
SHARMA

pal and served as ‘Jan Seva Mitra’ under Madhya 

a public school teacher who walked ten kilometres daily to her village school despite receiving a humble 

society.

She completed a BSc degree in Computer Sciences from Government P.G. College, Guna, and her secondary 

Governance and Policy Analysis, Bhopal, where she gained valuable experience in policy analysis. 

Shiva aims to work in an environment that supports social causes and promotes community welfare, leveraging 

focused on sustainable and inclusive development.



SHUBHANK 
PATEL

Madhya Pradesh

Mandla, MP. Worked with the renowned NGO 

change

Kurmi Patel community. However, his village has a large number of Adivasi families. As a result, Shubhank’s 
peer groups have been socially diverse since childhood, something that he is proud of. With strong roots in 
farming, he has had a strong experience of engagement with the social sector due to his mother who is a 
Community Service Provider with the renowned NGO PRADAN. 

hotel management, sewing and nursing.

months earlier, leaving behind two children less than ten years old. The couple was extremely impoverished 
but had taken on the responsibility of raising their grandchildren. 

bent of mind.



SURESH 
KUMAR

professional with a strong commitment towards 

progressive social reform

Having grown up in Godoo village in the Kolayat block of Bikaner district, he observes that even the formally educated 

Suresh is the eldest sibling among two brothers and two sisters. While all of them have performed well in their studies, 

reason for their solid academic performance, according to him, is their mother. She passed her own thirst for knowledge 

diversity of experiences and cultures he was exposed to by his fellow students. 

in rural areas, he was convinced that private banks were not designed to cater to the needs of the rural. This led to him 

Suresh found the purpose and culture of working with NGOs aligned with his personal style and ethos. He thus feels 
completely aligned to the aim of the MA in Rural Management program and will work to develop his skills to deliver on 



SUSHMA 
IVANE 

Sushma standing (last row in the background) among a group of 

BA from Barkatullah University, Bhopal. Keen 

the Synergy Sansthan. Runs a youth program 

commitment to social work and community development. She belongs to the Gond Adivasi (ST) community. 

her village. She obtained her B.A. degree in 2023 and also pursued a Master’s degree in Sociology, showcasing 

her community and beyond.



URMILA LAXMAN 
KASDEKAR

employment for over three years



VINOD KUMAR 
VERMA

BSc from PG College, Ballia, UP and Advanced 

animal husbandry
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